
  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 04/27/2021 

  Page 81 
 

                    

  

City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. 

Conducted as a Virtual Meeting through Webex  
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 

7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Jennifer Jansen, Cornel Munteanu, Jay McFadden, 

Yvonne Buchholz, and Brian Chitester were present.  Lori Jones was unexcused. 

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew D. Bemer, Law Director, Matt Sheehan, Fire 

Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, 

and Tom Jordan, Economic Development Consultant.  Audience: 1.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of April 13, 2021; 

Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays; 1 abstain (Jansen). Motion carried. 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to approve the minutes from the Finance Committee Meeting of March 18, 

2021; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven thanked Ed Gray for his service on the Civil Service Commission.  He indicated that 

Mr. Gray is a retired Cleveland Police Officer.  He knows that Mr. Gray would like to travel this year.  

He then asked Council to appoint Tim Atkinson to the Civil Service Commission.  Mr. Atkinson 

served previously on the Civil Service Commission for many years and does appreciate all of his 

knowledge.  

 

Mr. Stibich moved to appoint Tim Atkinson to the Civil Service Commission to fill an unexpired 

term until 12/31/2023; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Mayor Graven would like to welcome to the Police Department the new full time officer Christopher 

George.  Mr. George will be a great addition to the department.  He is a 20-year Marine Corp. 

veteran.  He stated that he and Chief Rogers have been working over the last couple of years to 

modernize the police department.  He stated that Chief Rogers will ask Council this evening to 

authorize the purchase of new software for the department which will modernize our training records 

and other documentation.  

 

He would also ask that Council support the CRA legislation for Uncle John’s Plant Farm expansion.  

As you know, they have been in the city for over 45 years and this expansion will offer more 

employment opportunities and increase income tax revenue for the city.  He would like to thank 

Uncle John’s for staying in the City of Olmsted Falls and for expanding their business.  
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He would like to read a letter he sent to Rep. Gonzales regarding the Columbia Road Reconstruction 

Project.  “Dear Representative Gonzalez I appreciate your assistance and guidance on our request for 

funding the Columbia Rd. Reconstruction Project. Columbia Road serves as a vital commercial and 

residential artery to our city, and as a major north south connector road for this region. The 

improvements will update the road for current traffic demands, increase safety, and add much needed 

sidewalks and an enclosed storm water system. The City of Olmsted Falls, given its size and annual 

budget, is not able to fund this project on its own. The project is estimated at $3,200,000. The city is 

aware that if it received federal funding, that the project will require a local match of 20% which is 

approximately $640,000.00. The city will work to fund the local match requirement.  As with all 

projects of this size, the city will apply for State Bond Funding through DOPWIC, and to Cuyahoga 

County for assistance in fulfilling this funding requirement. Further, this capital project can be funded 

using municipal long term bond finance for any remaining obligation. The proposed Columbia Road 

project does not require any additional right way acquisition, and given its size and importance, can 

be shovel ready after design and review is performed by the required agencies.  As always, I 

appreciate your assistance, and don’t hesitate to contact my office with any further questions.”  He 

would like to thank Congressman Gonzales for working on this project and he will keep Council 

updated on the matter.  

 

He stated that regarding the American Rescue Plan, as you know the city should receive 

approximately $1.7 million but have not received any funds as of yet.  The Finance Director believes 

that we should receive these funds sometime in the summer and we have until the end of 2024 to 

spend these funds.  The administration will hold a citywide listening tour, which was posted on the 

city website as well as Facebook. The American Rescue Plan will provide a substantial influx of 

dollars to our community.  This is a unique opportunity to provide our citizens with specific projects 

and services that the whole community believes is important.  He and the administration staff will 

conduct a citywide listening tour to get feedback from a broad section of Olmsted Falls residents and 

business owners on how to spend and/or save some of the approximately $1.7 million the city is 

expected to receive from the federal government.  We will hold both in person and virtual meetings.  

He wants to hear ideas from all of our citizens and business owners.  This is not our money, it is the 

citizens tax money and they pay taxes to the federal government so its very important that we listen to 

the needs of our residents.  He wants to hear their priorities and to make sure that these federal dollars 

are spent on projects that our citizens feel are important.  As Mayor, he wants to think strategically 

and involve the public on how to spend and/or save portions of the money.  Obviously, we will spend 

it by the end of 2024 but we want to discuss priorities such as roads, infrastructure, police and fire 

services, parks and recreation, refuse collection, recycling, and many other important issues and 

projects.  The administration will also provide an online citizen priority poll and community project 

questionnaire which will be available beginning May 3rd on the city website.   

 

He would like to remind everyone that Saturday June 26th will be our second annual Vietnam Veteran 

Remembrance Day. We will hold a ceremony from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at the Village Green and 

then at 7:00 p.m. at the Covered Bridge there will be live music, food and drinks.  He hopes everyone 

can make it out.  

 

Communications from Residents - None 
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Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Munteanu moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2021-08; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief  
Chief Rogers stated as that the Mayor discussed a new full-time officer was hired and sworn in last 

week.  His hope is that when we resume in person Council meetings, we can hold a ceremonial 

swearing in.  In addition to that we concluded the sergeant testing for the vacant position.  All of the 

candidates did really well and the Mayor conducted interviews with the top three. The Mayor has 

made the decision to promote Patrolman Bakos, who was number one on the list.  At the end of next 

week after his last patrol officer shift, he will be sworn in as the newest sergeant and again hopefully 

in September we can have a ceremonial swearing in.  He stated that Officer Christopher George was a 

marine for 20 years, retired from the Marine Corp in 2015 and took some time off, then went to the 

academy and for the last two years he has been working in Linndale. His first official day will be 

May 3rd as he wants to finish what he was scheduled to work in Linndale, which is a good sign.  He 

has heard nothing but great things about Officer George and was surprised when we posted on our 

Facebook page that there were people from all over that had really nice things to say about him and 

knew him personally.  One thing he wants to point out is that Officer George is the first full time 

officer that the city has hired off the street in almost 30 years. Every other officer, including himself, 

started as an auxiliary then a reserve or part time and our last five full time hires were from part time 

personnel. As some of you may know when we train new part timers its not quite the same as when 

we train a full timer because they have full time jobs or may work for other agencies. He stated that 

our part timers have always come from a wide range of backgrounds and that necessitated training 

when they could, so it might take four, five, six or seven months to train; some were shorter than that 

because they were an officer some where else. Our field training program was good but it is all on 

paper and kind of inconsistent when you have people coming from different backgrounds and not 

here five days a week. With the hiring of Officer George he was interested in looking for a new way, 

particularly in light of where we are right now with law enforcement in this country. He discussed 

this with the Mayor and reached out to a few companies.  He found a company that Middleburgh 

Heights has been using; he spoke with one of their FTO’s who explained how the system works.  

There are several software applications involved with this company and he was only looking at the 

FTO part as that was his big interest. The Middleburg FTO showed him how they use it, how its 

computerized and how its standardized. When he made contact with the company he found out that 

they have an entire suite of software applications that would really be beneficial for us. There were 

two applications he was interested in, the field training and the training records documentation 

because he figured he would baby step the software. The way that this was offered to him was we 

could pay about $3,000 a year for these two applications or $2,875 for the entire suite.  There are 

multiple other things that he hasn’t really researched yet, for example, use of force documentation, 

pursuit documentation, vehicle damage documentation and there is even an internal affairs module 

and he will speak with the detective bureau to see if that is something we can use.  We do not have to 

use all these but ultimately, we will be paying for all of it. The two he really wanted were the field 

training officer documentation and program, and the training records.   
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Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to International Business Information Technologies 

dba LEFTA Systems, for an annual subscription to Shield Suite and 25 user license fees in an amount 

not to exceed $2,875.00; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Chief Rogers stated that he and the field training officers thank Council.  We are looking forward to 

using this new software.  

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch stated that there are approximately 105 residents that have tied into the Phase V sewers 

and are using the system.  We are about 1/3 of the way through the amount of people in the project.  

We have given the contractors a punch list of items that need to be completed and as soon as the 

weather cooperates, they will mobilize and complete that list so this project can be closed.  

 

He asked that Council approve a requisition for the mulch work on the 252 hillside.   

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Morton’s Landscaping for blown in mulch on the 

252 hillside by the railroad underpass in an amount not to exceed $14,400.00; Mr. McFadden 

seconded.   

 

Mr. Chitester asked why Mr. Borczuch picked this type of mulch over other mulch.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that this is a dyed double shredded mulch which is blown in that he had each vendor quote.  

This dyed mulch gives him two years so it extends the life of the mulch.  There is approximately 240 

to 250 yards of mulch and this is the same price the city paid two years ago so there is no increase.  

He stated that if he wants to keep the area looking good this is what it takes.  Poll: 5 ayes; 1 nay 

(Jansen).  Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Borczuch stated that with the snow we received last week there were a lot of trees that were 

damaged and as we move on through the year, he will begin assessing some of those trees.  We 

picked up most of the trees in the right-of-way’s, so you may seem some difference in landscaping 

with the tree lawn trees.  Mr. Munteanu asked if brush clean up was the 3rd and 4th.  Mr. Borczuch 

replied that residents have to get their brush to the curb by the first Monday of the month.  It will take 

the department anywhere from three to four days to pick up the entire city depending on how much is 

out.   

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  
Chief Sheehan would like to thank Phil and Clare Navitil.  They live on Nobottom Road and also own 

Woodbine Products in Medina and they donated hand cleaning solution.  He stated that from the 

beginning of the pandemic they have kept the police and fire departments well supplied.  They 

donated the dispense machines and solution and restocked the departments last week.   

 

He would also like to thank Olmsted CERT for their assistance on Wednesday with the snow storm, 

including Tom Cole, Dave McCullum and Donna Tindera.  These individuals assisted the fire 

department with downed wires.  He also wants to thank the police the service departments as well 

because it seemed everywhere the fire department went they were also there.  It was a team effort.  

He stated that the service employees are something else; watching them plow and salt, then shovel 

sidewalks and when the sun came out, they were out grinding the tree limbs that had fallen.   
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He indicated that he also has a requisition to Fallsway for maintenance and repairs on the apparatus 

that will be coming up this summer.  This is for general maintenance and in the amount of $30,000 

which was included in his budget.  He stated that in 2019 the total for maintenance and repairs for 

Engine 1 and Ladder 1 was $31,207.00 and in 2020 the costs were $26,211.00.  The maintenance of 

these vehicles usually takes place during Council’s summer break.   

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve a requisition to Fallsway for maintenance and repairs to Engine 1 

and Ladder 1 for 2021 in an amount not to exceed $30,000.00; Mr. Munteanu seconded.  Poll: 6 

ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Tom Jordan, Economic Development Director 

Mr. Jordan stated that under the state statute for the CRA we have to provide the school a two-week 

notice period so at the next Council meeting we could discuss the CRA legislation. He stated that 

tonight it is just on Council’s agenda and we will not pass anything this evening. The specific terms 

we can discuss at the next meeting.  We received their application and we have a draft agreement, 

both have been provided to the school district under the terms of the state statute because of the 

amount of the abatement they have a period of two weeks where they could provide comment back to 

the city.  He does not anticipate that they will, but we have to allow this period to expire and then we 

will take up the specifics of the agreement at the next meeting.   

 

The CARES Act and the summary by the Mayor was entirely accurate. There is a special provision 

under the SBA grants for restaurants that will become available on May the 3rd. Under the overall 

CARES Act restaurants will get a special subsidy because they have been affected in a major way as 

an industry.  Mr. Stibich asked if this was CARES Act or the new American Rescue Plan.  Mr. Jordan 

replied Mr. Stibich is correct. In the second piece of legislation under the SBA program it is specific 

to restaurants and we will try to get restaurants notice. He stated that the amount of money coming to 

the city it seems that some of the federal programs are targeted to industries that we were considering 

helping but that is why we are waiting to see the rules. He stated that the Mayor is gathering some 

input from the community regarding what part of the City has not received enough help. We will wait 

until these federal programs unfold and see if a gap has been created and if we can possibly use the 

CARES Act or the second round of funding.   

 

He stated that we applied through Representative Gonzales, the House Appropriations Committee and 

the Transportation and Infrastructure Committee for funds.  He would like to thank City Engineer 

Don Sheehy for helping with a very good project; he believes the City has a very good chance of 

receiving those funds due to its size, scope and importance as outlined in the letter the Mayor read.  

However, it doesn’t stop there, legislation with the community project has to pass the house as there 

is only so much available and then moves on to the Senate side so it will need further assistance and 

the Mayor has some work to do to gain support amongst the delegation in Ohio to keep that special 

project moving. He sincerely feels that this is a good project and the size and scope so hopefully it 

will get funded.  

 

He stated that hopefully the economy continues to get a little stronger and the pandemic lightens up 

and the economy turns to its normal course of business.   

 

Mr. Stibich stated that CRA applications have been coming in and we have to finish up selecting the 

CRA review board members. He would ask Council, and knows that Ms. Jansen made a suggestion 

earlier this year, but if each Council member could find someone a neighbor or friend, as the only 
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requirement is they be a resident of Olmsted Falls to serve on that board. He asked everyone to email 

a name, address and phone number to Ms. Mancini so we can accumulate enough names.  Council 

has to select three, the Mayor has to select three and then the board selects one other person.  He 

asked that Council start thinking about so we can button that up before the end of May.  

 

Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated that the Mayor and Mr. Jordan touched on the American Rescue Plan and there 

are no major updates as of today. There will be a series of webinar’s coming up with the Ohio Grants 

partnership so hopefully we can get more information. The webinar he attended today did not give 

any guidance, the only thing he saw, in addition to what he has heard, is that the US Treasury 

guidance should be available in May.   

 

He is in the process of working with our bond counsel to re-issue or rollover the city’s notes from last 

year which if you recall was about $1.7 million dollars. He has been working with Mr. Sheehy over 

the last few weeks to determine what needs to be done this year for the Phase V notes and the 

determination was to rollover those notes for one more year because we probably will not have the 

total costs by the time we need to issue those assessments.  So one more year of the $6.5 million 

dollar rollover and with interest rates being lower right now we can take advantage of that for one 

more year. In addition to that which he previously discussed; we will pay off the remaining notes on 

the service vehicle which is about $80,000. We have a sufficient fund balance so that will lower the 

amount of the note that we rollover. 

 

He stated that he has two ordinances he wanted to touch on. One being Ordinance 28-2021 which is a 

request to extend the emergency sick leave policy. If you recall Council extended that from January 

1st to March 31st in order to allow employees to take emergency sick leave for COVID related reasons 

without having to use their own sick leave. The administration determined that there are still current 

employees out related to COVID sickness or a requirement to stay home. The assumption is that 

extending this through the end of June will give most employees, if not all, a change to be vaccinated 

and June 30th was determined to be a reasonable deadline. We will assess again at that time if there is 

a need to extend again.  

 

He stated that Ordinance 27-2021 relates to a JP Morgan Chase depository agreement. The ORC 

requirement is that every five years the city establishes a depository agreement with a banking 

authority or multiple banking authorities. Currently there is one with PNC. Also included that 

ordinance is a JP Morgan Chase credit card program and the depository agreement is necessary to 

enter into that credit card agreement.  This does not mean that the city has to change its banking 

relationship from PNC to JP Morgan but it does give the city an option for the next five years.  He 

stated that the credit card agreement is the most important piece of this legislation. There currently is 

one credit card that the city has which is under a former finance director’s name. With the current 

credit card programs out there like, corporate cards and commercial cards there are a lot of benefits to 

using those cards; not only for the potential cash back rebates that the city could earn and are not 

currently earning, but these commercial cards allow the city to the expense categories, where people 

can spend them, how they can spend, and it also prevents the city from paying sales tax on any 

purchase and could be an auditor’s comment in the report if they come across that. He stated that with 

this agreement there is a credit card policy and written procedures that all employees of the city have 

to sign indicating they will follow the policies and procedures in place. The expectation is that the 

finance department will have a credit card, the service director and if the fire chief or police chief 

need one. These will be safely locked within the finance department and under the responsibility of 
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each department head. Obviously, you will need to have a purchase order already in place if you were 

to use them. This also gives the city the option to use business accounts specific to any type of 

discounts, sales tax exempt mainly. For example, you can open a business account with Amazon and 

not only get discounts on certain materials and supplies but Amazon has a separate work flow in their 

system and if someone makes a purchase through Amazon it would have to go through a work flow 

for approval which could include the finance department or the finance director specifically. One of 

the main benefits is the cash back rebates the city could receive.  He knows that Bowling Green is a 

lot bigger but they specifically use credit cards for their purchases and they bring in about $20,000 to 

$30,000 a month, just in cash back rebates from the credit card program.  Based on our estimates we 

believe this could be an additional $5,000 to $10,000 that the city could recognize in revenue just 

from these rebates by using credit cards. He knows this is a major change for the city but he also 

knows that a lot of smaller cities are moving in this direction and is something that he feels will be 

beneficial to the city moving forward. This will also help limit the amount of checks that are being 

issued each month as well.  Mr. Stibich stated that as far as the credit card legislation is concerned if 

we do step up the use of credit cards and the amount of purchases starts getting into the thousands or 

tens of thousands of dollars a month Council will want to know what departments and some detail on 

where the charges are made. All we will see on the pay ordinance is a check to PNC or Chase bank or 

whoever it is.  Mr. Swaisgood stated that he has already spoken with Ms. Veloski and she is able to 

put specifically what is purchased on the pay ordinance when we pay the credit card bill so Council 

will be able to see each specific line item. This is something that we predicted and plan to do.  

 

Mr. Stibich asked if Mr. Swaisgood has been able to look at the RITA collections for April and asked 

if he had any idea how the city was doing.  Mr. Swaisgood replied that he tries to look every day and 

April collections first disbursement would be in early May so we are right on pace with last year as 

far as that collection. Mr. Stibich stated that he meant the amounts received in the month of April.  

Mr. Swaisgood replied that the month of April he does not have with him but wants to say that the 

last couple of months are pretty close to the prior years but he will confirm that for Council. 

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I  
Mr. McFadden stated that regarding the American Rescue Plan funds is anyone concerned, because 

he is concerned after reading the papers, they keep indicating that if the state legislature uses that as a 

refund, they will deny the funds. Is anyone else concerned or has our representatives given any 

insight on that.  Mayor Graven stated that Representatives Dolan and Patton have not said anything to 

him.  Mr. Swaisgood stated that he has not heard anything but will keep an eye out.  Mr. McFadden 

stated that he is concerned if we go on a spending spree and the state tries to recoup that money then 

we are stuck empty handed.  Mr. Swaisgood replied that typically as long as you stay within the 

guidelines and performance period that should not be any type of refund but he will keep an eye out 

for that specifically.  Mr. Stibich stated that the Mayor’s plan is to make a list of items that we could 

potentially use the money on and then have that list ready when we are ready to spend the funds.  He 

thinks this is a prudent way to go. Mayor Graven stated that the administration is going to take its 

time which is why we have till the end of 2024. This is also why he wants to listen to the citizens. 

Obviously, we will not make any rash decisions and will take our time to make sure we do it right.  

Mr. Stibich replied with Council’s review and hopefully consent. Mayor Graven replied yes.  

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III – No Report 
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Councilman Brian Chitester, Ward IV  
Mr. Chitester indicated that ABR held a special meeting to review the new landscaping company’s 

fencing.  They will be using Cedar and will look really nice.   

 

He stated that he was speaking with a neighborhood who would like to know how to inform the 

police department that they have to park on the street due to the fact that their driveway will be 

replaced.  He did instruct them to contact the non-emergency line but that he would also notify the 

Police Chief.  Chief Rogers replied that the resident has to contact dispatch and request parking 

permission, the dispatcher will then ask the Sergeant or OIC of the shift and unless they are otherwise 

illegally parked, for example on the hydrant side, we will give permission.   

 

Mr. Chitester indicated that he met a resident who indicated that the abatement was the reason they 

moved into Olmsted Falls.  They stopped looking everywhere else and the reason they choose 

Olmsted Falls.  He knows that a lot of the residents have feelings about this issue, and was happy to 

meet someone who was really excited about taking advantage of it. These residents are happy about 

the abatement and happy to be living in Olmsted Falls.  Mayor Graven replied that all of Council 

should be thanked as well.  

 

Mr. Stibich stated that if a resident for any reason has to leave a vehicle on the street through the 

evening, they should contact dispatch and let the police know that the vehicle is out and the reason it 

is out.  If it is reasonable just contact dispatch and get permission.  Chief Rogers replied that when he 

was the night shift sergeant, he would get calls at one or two in the morning for parking permission 

and its always the same answer as long as it is otherwise legally parked, not on the hydrant side or 

blocking a driveway, we grant permission.   

 

Councilwoman-at-Large Jennifer Jansen 

Ms. Jansen stated that she has questions rather than a report.  Her first question is for Ms. Buchholz, 

do we know when the Citizen of the Year for 2020 will be announced and presented.  Ms. Buchholz 

replied that the Board just received the award back from being framed and Ms. Lukes is working on 

the presentation.   

 

Ms. Jansen asked Mr. Bemer if a member of the CRA Board can serve on more than one city board.  

Mr. Bemer replied he believes so.  The CRA Board is going to be a ministerial board reviewing our 

process and looking at data and numbers. The discretionary part is very limited so he does not believe 

there would be a conflict of interest with other boards given a person’s time and inclination. If she has 

someone in mind that is already serving on another board he thinks it would be appropriate to 

nominate them as well.  Ms. Jansen replied along the same lines with the CRA, would Mill Plaza be 

able, as a plaza instead of as the individual businesses, be able to apply for some type of CRA to 

remodel the entire plaza.  Mr. Bemer replied it would be by parcel.  Mr. Jordan stated that the 

abatement always flows to the owner of the parcel, as the law director has correctly pointed out, so if 

the owner was redoing the whole thing or converting or adding on they would be the applicant and 

receive the benefit. Of course, in most commercial situations the tenants, under the lease provisions, 

pay a portion or all of the real estate taxes so the tenant would benefit as well.  The short answer to 

anyone about abatement is not to get to focused on how it works, but if someone wants to make a 

large investment in commercial property have them call us as we are happy to try to seek an incentive 

to make them as large and significant investment as possible.  He stated that the city’s CRA does 

allow for a retail to benefit from it; some cities that is not allowed.   
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Ms. Jansen stated that she has been meaning to ask the Mayor a few times about events.  She asked if 

there was a budget for First Friday’s, what fund would be utilized and who will be organizing it.  

Mayor Graven replied the fund would be economic development and there is a college intern starting 

on May 10th who will be the organizer.  Ms. Jansen asked if there was a budget.  Mayor Graven 

replied there is no budget yet.  Ms. Jansen asked if there would be an overall budget or per event.  

Mayor Graven replied per event.  Ms. Jansen asked if there would be three or four.  Mayor Graven 

replied he was not sure yet.  Ms. Jansen asked the same questions for Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day 

and if the answers were the same.  Mayor Graven replied that event would be September 16th and we 

do not have the budget yet.  Ms. Jansen asked if that would also utilize the economic development 

fund. Mayor Graven replied that was correct. Ms. Jansen asked if the intern would be organizing that 

too.  Mayor Graven replied yes.  Ms. Jansen asked if this would also be a fundraiser again like last 

year was for Christians in Action.  Mayor Graven replied yes, the money will go to charities.  Ms. 

Jansen asked if it would specifically be Christians in Action again. Mayor Graven replied we are not 

sure yet.  Ms. Jansen again asked if it would be a fundraiser. Mayor Graven replied yes.   

 

Ms. Jansen stated that in regards to the online poll that will be available on May 3rd then also when 

you are going to meet with citizens and business owners to get their input, she is wondering if we will 

have the guidelines in place before that.  Mayor Graven replied that we should have them in a couple 

weeks.  Ms. Jansen stated that she thinks we should get the guidelines first.  Mayor Graven replied 

that he just wants to gauge the interest of our citizens.  

 

Ms. Jansen asked Chief Rogers who scored number two and number three in the sergeant 

examination.  Chief Rogers replied that number two was Officer Daugherty and number three was 

Mike Dunegan.  Ms. Jansen asked if Bakos, as a sergeant, would also still be a detective.  Chief 

Rogers replied that he has not been the detective for about four years.  Ms. Jansen asked if he stepped 

down.  Chief Rogers replied that he was given a patrol assignment about four years ago and Carl 

Hartman was put into the bureau.  

 

Councilman Cornel Munteanu, Ward II – No Report 

 

Council President Paul Stibich – No Report 

 

Andrew Bemer, Law Director  
Mr. Bemer stated that the city is still in the process of wrapping up labor negotiations. The process 

has now moved to conciliation which is a form of binding arbitration with the OPBA part- and full-

time officers.  Our conciliation hearing date is May 19th and our brief will be due on the 13th of May 

and we will be engaging City Council with what we are proposing before that time.   

 

Old Business  

 

Ordinance 10-2021 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE WAGES, BENEFITS AND OTHER 

CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR NON-UNION EMPLOYEES  Tabled on Third 

Reading (03/09/21) 

 

Remained on Table 
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New Business  

 

Ordinance 26-2021 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING UNCLE JOHN’S PLANT FARM’S APPLICATION FOR 

A COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA PROJECT AND AUTHORIZING THE 

MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CRA AGREEMENT WITH THE APPLICANT, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Ms. Jansen moved to discuss.  She stated that Page 2 of Exhibit “B” under bulletin #1, the last section 

states “the project will begin March 1st” and asked if that date should be changed since today is April 

27th and we know this will move to a second reading and will be into May.  Mr. Jordan stated that this 

date could be moved or leave March 1st.  This just sets a date that improvements are made thereafter 

but it would logically be that the date starts after but because of COVID the whole process is moving 

grindingly slow with the County and with permits.  If you want to change it to a date after Council 

votes on it that will be fine.  Ms. Jansen stated that the completion date is December 31st so she did 

not know if they needed a specific amount of time to complete this.  Mr. Jordan replied that Uncle 

John’s is well on their way so that December 31st date is fine.  Ms. Jansen stated that on the same 

page underneath percentage of exemption the last sentence in the first paragraph states “no exemption 

shall commence after December 31, 2021” and asked if that should be before or is this correct.  Mr. 

Jordan replied that he will need to doublecheck that date with Mr. Bemer after the meeting.  Mr. 

Bemer stated that this was a good catch and he will look into it.  Since real estate taxes are six months 

behind, he will have to figure out that date.  

 

Ordinance 27-2021 

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING JP MORGAN CHASE BANK AS A DEPOSITORY 

FOR ACTIVE/INACTIVE AND/OR INTERIM FUNDS FOR THE CITY OF OLMSTED 

FALLS FOR THE PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS FROM JANUARY 1, 2021 AND ENDING 

DECEMBER 31, 2025, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CREDIT 

CARD AGREEMENT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 28-2021  

AN ORDINANCE EXTENDING PAID SICK LEAVE AND EXPANDED MEDICAL 

LEAVE PROVIDED UNDER THE FAMILIES FIRST CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE ACT 

(FFCRA) THROUGH JUNE 30, 2021, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First 

Reading 
 

Mr. Munteanu moved to suspend; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Voice Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Miscellaneous New Business  

Mr. McFadden asked if the legislation for Uncle John’s was voted upon.  Mr. Stibich replied that this 

will move onto second reading and Mr. Jordan discussed that earlier.  Mr. Jordan indicated that the 

two-week notice period for the schools have to expire.  Mr. Stibich also indicated that there also 

needs to be some corrections made as pointed out by Ms. Jansen and should be ready to be voted 

upon the first meeting in May.  

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to adjourn; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 6 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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